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ñThe purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship             

  of God and in seeking His will for our lives, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. ò 

 

 
 
INCLUDED IN THIS 
MONTHôS PILGRIMôS 
PROGRESS: 
 
Page 1 
Pastorôs Letter 
 
 
Page 2 
Church Calendar 
 
 
Page 3 
Upcoming Events 
 
 
Page 4 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Our Soldiers 
D.O.Gôs Club Schedule 
Update from Trustees 
 
 
Page 5 
Storkôs Nest Diaper Drive 
Pine Tree Crosses 
Stats Corner 
 
 
Page 6 
Mission Monterrey 2010 
 
 
 
Page 7 
MM Fundraiser Info 
Table Garage Sale 
 
 
Page 8 

Church Contact Info 

 
 

 
 
I recently came across this 
article by Christian writer C.S. 
Lewis.  I believe it to be a 
perfect Lenten reflection on 
the Easter message.    
 
 
The Purpose of the Church  
 
He works on us in all sorts of 

ways.  But above all, He works on us through each 
other.  (People) are mirrors, or ñcarriersò of Christ to 
other (people).  Usually it is those who know Him that 
bring Him to others.  That is why the Church, the whole 
body of Christians showing Him to one another, is so 
important.  It is so easy to think that  the Church has a 
lot of different objects ï education, building, missions, 
holding services. é The Church exists for no other 
purpose but to draw (people) into Christ, to make them 
little Christs.  If they are not doing that, all the 
cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible 
itself, are simply a waste of time.  God became man for 
no other purpose.  It is even doubtful, you know, 
whether the whole universe was created for any other 
reason. 
 
 Think about it.  
     

Until Then, I am  
          Your Servant and His, 

 Pastor Barry 
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WORSHIP SERVICES:  

8 & 10:30 A.M.  

BELL CHOIR PRACTICE:  8:30 A.M.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00  A.M.  

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTI CE:  9:30 A.M.  
 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

 

FYI:   
Marshalltown schoolôs Spring Break is April 1 thru April 5. 

 
Reminder:  

No NOOMA Nites April 4 th . 
 

 

W.W. = Weight Watcher meetings  

1  

 
Maundy 

Thursday 

Service  
7 p.m.  

 
W.W.  

2 3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

W.W.  

4 EASTER  

    SUNDAY 
   SERVICES: 
 8 & 10:30  am  

 
 

NEW 

MEMBER 
SUNDAY 

5 6 **Girls of  

      Grace II  
3:30 pm  

 

Cancer 
Support 

Groups  
7 pm  

7 *   

Cum Double  
6:30 pm  

White 

Elephant Sale  
 

 
 

 

 
 

W.W.  

8 

Amity  
1 pm  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

W.W.  

9 

 
FCC Stamp  Club  

10 am  

 
 

 

10 

 
IA/NE 

Spring 

Youth 
Retreat  

(Clear Lake)  
 

 

 
 

W.W.  

11   
IA/NE 

Spring 
Youth 

Retreat  

(Clear Lake)  

12  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

13  * *  
 

14   *  
 Youth Nite  

    6-8 pm  
 

 

Trustees Mtg. 
6:30 pm  

 
W.W.  

15 
Womenôs 

Fellowship  
1 pm  

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

16  
 

17 
IA/NE 

Spring 
Meeting in 

Berwick  

9 -  3 
 

 
W.W.  

18  

Ben & Miss 
Mtg.  

11:45 am  
 

 

19  

 
 

 
 

 

 

20 * *  

Deacons 
Mtg.  

6:30 pm  
 

21  *  

 
Administrative 

Professionals 
Day  

 

 
 

 
W.W . 

22 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

23 

FCC Stamp  Club  
Outting  

9 am  
 

24 

Meals -On-
Wheels  

11 am @ 
MMSC 

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

25  26  27  28  

Youth Nite  
    6-8 pm  

 

 
 

 
 

W.W.  

29  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

W.W.  

30  
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Menôs Breakfast Club 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

HyVee Deli, 7 am  
All men are welcome! 

 
Womenôs Coffee Club  

EVERY MONDAY  
HyVee Deli, 9  am  

All women are welcome! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY  

April 4  
During 10:30 a.m. worship 

service.  
 
Sara Schwab 
Anna Wolvers 
Brian Mattingly 
Lenny, Allison, & Tyler Reeder 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Marsha lltown Cancer 
Support Groups  
April 6, 6 p.m.  
(Please note change of 

  meeting time.)  
 

PROGRAM:  
Kathy Hunnicutt & Carol Frazell, 
John Stoddard Cancer Center 
 
They will present information on 
the support services offered 
through the John Stoddard 
Cancer Center along with 
screening for certain cancers and 
common cancer myths.  The 
program will be very informative.  
 

We will be having a salad/dessert  
potluck supper that evening and 
all attendees who are able should 
bring a salad or dessert to share 
with the  group. Refreshments will 
be provided by group members 

and served by the VFW Auxiliary 
#839. Please enter through the 
4th Street entrance on the west 
side at the ground level.  
The support group meetings are 
held the first Tuesday of each 
month, are free and all are 
welcome to attend. For more 
information or to make an 
appointment for the resource 
center, please call and leave a 
message at 641-752-5931. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed ., April 7  
6:3 0 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall 
 

HOSTS:  Joan Carter, Loretta 
Stubbe and Kolleen 
Shollenbarger. 
 
Cum Double will meet for their 
annual White Elephant Auction 
on April 7. Bring a covered dish 
and a smile. 
Cum-Double is a congenial 
group of FCC adult members 
who meet monthly for a 
potluck dinner.  First time 
attendees need not bring a 
dish. Note that you do not 
need to be a "double" to 
attend. See you there. 
 

 

AMITY  
April 8, 1 p.m.  

 

Hostesses:  Miriam Bryant, Jan 
More, Lucy Grossman 
 
 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

SERVICE 
April 1, 7 p.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

IOWA -NEBRASKA SPRING 
YOUTH RETREAT 

April 10 & 11  
FCC in Clear Lake  

 
This is going to be a great 
experience for youth 6-12th 
grade.  This is an opportunity 
for spiritual growth and revival 
through music, games, small 
group time, and leadership 
building.  This is a wonderful 
way to connect with  other 
youth from Congregational 
Churches.  
If you have any questions or 
think your youth might be 
interested in going please 
contact Shelly Speas 751-9868. 
_________________________________________________________________  

 
    
 
 

Womenôs Fellowship 
April 15 , 1 p.m.  

 
 

Hostesses:  Jan More, Kolleen 
Shollenbarger, Liz Meyer 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

ñLiving a life that matters 
doesnôt happen by accident.  
Itôs not a matter of 
circumstanceébut of choice.  
Choose to live a life that 
matters.ò 
            Michael Josephson 
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     APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS  
 

 
1 ...............   Trisha Gill 
3 ...............   Max Dannen 
4 ...............   Joy Kreykes 
8 ...............   Sam Good 
 .................   Foster Hawkins 
9 ...............   Vicki McKibbin 
10 .............   Leah Stanley 
11 .............   Piper Harlan 
12 .............   Branden Storjohann 

15 .............   Ashley Miller 
16 .............   Lisa Blabaum 
 .................   Bill Grabe 
 .................   Susan Malloy 
17 .............   Sam Speas 
18 .............   Liz Meyer 
19 .............   Linda McGregor 
20 .............   Tim Kacmarynski 
 .................   Don Mackaman 
21 .............   Katie McDanel 
 .................   Shelly Speas 
23 .............   Aashlyn Rettig 
25 .............   Kirk Shirar 
26 .............   Ken Niehouse 
27 .............   Britta Adams 
 .................   Ron Estabrook 
28 .............   Drew Carson 
 .................   Adam Swope 
29 .............   Joanne Berg 
 .................   Liz Schryver 
 .................   Clarence Balcom 
 .................   Allison Reeder 
 

 

 
Willis & Jane Fiscus           4/2/55 
Barry & Cheryl Holmes       4/4/98  
Gus & Bonnie Pappas        4/7/77 
Troy & LaRae McGahuey    4/9/88 
Elliott & Carol Stanley      4/11/59  
Dwayne & Maxie Shultz    4/12/67 
Bill & Lynn Maas              4/13/96  
Eric & Nickie Weeden       4/18/04  
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                   Please keep our  

                    Members in Care 

                            Facilities in  

                         your Thoughts  

                          and Prayers: 
 

                           Mary Wilson 
                      Olive Showalter 

                   Woody Shives  
Helen Berg  

Zora Dysart  
Esther Riley  

Mary Young  

Mary Vellinga  
 

 

The only thing harder than 
being a soldieréé 
                   is loving one. 
 
 
Bill & Lynn Maasô nephew: 

 
Major John C. Welch  
US NSE 
HQ ISAF 
APO AE  09356 
 
Nichole Wimberlyôs husband: 
 
LCPL Wimberly S.W.  
CLC 252 Ds 1 Dwyer 
Unit 73662 
FPO AE 09510-3662 
 

 

D.O.G.õs CLUB 

SCHEDULE 
Kindergarten ð 6 th  Grade 

6- 8 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, April 14 & 28 

Gatherings are at FCC unless 

otherwise noted.   

 
PLEASE NOTE:  If school has 
been cancelled on a scheduled 
D.O.G.ôs day, NO D.O.G.ôs Club 
that day.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From your Trustees  
 
Work on the kitchen 
has begun and good 
newséthe main wall 

is in good condition.  The 
windows were in bad shape 
and letting the water come in 
causing the plaster to come off 
the wall.  We are taking out 
the two small windows and 
replacing the large one. We 
will be sealing the wall and 
putting a new wall over the 
concrete wall and putting in 
electric outlets. 
 
The west entry door and frame 
has been replaced. 
 
We think we have resolved our 
water problem on the third 
floor and will continue to 
monitor this.  
 
 



  

Storkôs Nest Diaper Drive 
 

The annual Diaper Drive to 
support the Storkôs Nest at 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Services will be held during the 
month of  April at our church. 
Our Ambassador Girl Scout 
Troop #162 will be 
coordinating the collection 
efforts. We will have two 
collection points for donations: 
downstairs in the fellowship 
hall and in the coat room 
behind the narthex.  Diapers 
(newborn to size 3) and wipes 
are the most requested items 
but any other baby items are 
certainly welcome. The Storkôs 
Nest encourages women to be 
more responsible, make 
positive decisions regarding 
their health and the health of 
their baby, and learn positive 
parenting skills. It is an 
incentive program that 
provides low-income families 
the opportunity to earn points 
by participating in health care 
services and educational 
opportunities and then those 
points earned can be ñspentò 
like money for needed baby 
items at the Storkôs Nest store. 
Our troop supports this effort 
annually as a service project as 
one of our favorite service 
projects. All donations will be 
deeply appreciated. Thank you 
for helping kids and families of 
Marshall County! 
 
Danielle and Katie 
Girl Scout Ambassador Troop 
#162  

 

 
 
ñPine Tree Crossesò 

Anonymous author  
Submitted  by Miriam Bryant  

 
Last Spring on a Sunday 
afternoon we took one of our 

ñnowhereò drives thru the 
country.  My husband was 

quietly driving along some 
back roads.  I was occupied 
in the front passenger seat 

watching out the window as 
the scenery went by.  I 

noticed out of the corner of 
my eye that my husband was 
straining to look out my 

window.  This startled me, 
since his eyes should be on 

the road in front of him.  I 
asked him what he w as 
looking at out the windows, 

and he quietly replied, 
ñNothing.ò  His eyes went 

back to the road in front of 
him.  After a few minutes, I 
looked over at my husband 

and noticed a tear running 
down his cheek.  I asked him 

what was wrong.  This time 
he told me, ñI was just 

thinking about Pop and a 
story he had once told me.ò  
Of course because it had to 

do with his Pop I wanted to 
know the story, so I asked 

him to share Popôs story with 
me.  
He said, ñWhen I was about 8 

years old, Pop and I were out 
fishing an d thatôs when he 

told me that the pine trees 
know when it is Easter.ò  I 
had no idea what he meant 

by that, so I pressed him for 

more information.  He 
continued oné 

òThe pine trees start their 
new growth in the weeks 

before Easter ï if you look at 
the tops  of the pine trees two 
weeks before Easter, you will 

see the yellow shoots.  As the 
days get closer to Easter 

Sunday, the tallest shoot will 
branch off and form pine tree 
crosses for Easter.  By the 

time Easter Sunday comes 
around, you will see that 

most o f the pine trees will 
have small yellow crosses on 
all of the tallest pine shoots.ò 

I turned to look out the 
window and I couldnôt believe 

my eyes.  It was a week 
before Easter, and you could 

see all of the pine trees with 
the tall yellow shoots 
stretching  to Heaven.  The 

tallest ones shone in the 
sunlight like rows of tiny 

golden crosses.  
_________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
DEATH:  
February 4, 2010 
Elizabeth Ruopp, 98 yrs. old 
 
BIRTH:  
February 1, 2010 
Madison Ann Mettlin 
Parents:  Marty & Corina 
Grandma:  Debie Mettlin 
Great-Grandparents: 
Al & Stella Storjohann 
 
BAPTISMS:  
March 6, 2010 
Madison Ann Mettlin 
Parents:  Marty & Corina 

 
March 28, 2010 
Brian Todd Mattingly (adult)  
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      Mission Monterrey Supplies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
An excerpt from the recent Guzman Ministries newsletter: 
 
ñWe thank you so much - - - Your prayers always are instrumental in Godôs hands.  
Since weôve more mission points and more children, our goal this past Christmas was 
to serve fifteen hundred children.ò  Pastor Guzman went on to say that while they were 
traveling, their home was broken into and the Christmas gifts theyôd been storing there 
were stolen.  However, the Lord is always faithful and his Godôs grace rained down on 
them in November.  They were able to celebrate Christmas and many more children and 
families met Christ as their Savior. 
 
ñThereôs a multiplication of new neighborhoods around the metropolitan area of 
Monterrey.  It seems that overnight there are new developments.  People are by the 
hundreds everywhere.  In the municipality of Villa de Juarez we found a couple, Carlos 
and Aurora, who recently received Christ as their Savior.  They opened their house and 
invited us to start a house church in their community, where we have already had 
worship services, prayer meetings and childrenôsô ministry.ò 
 
First Congregational Church is again sending a team to Monterrey in the latter half of July for 
several days to support Pastor Guzman and the ministries of Vina del Rey church.  As in prior 
years, we fill gift bags for the children we serve to send home with them on the last day of 
vacation bible school.  We will be preparing bags for 1000 children.  Thank you for any 
supplies you can collect or have on hand that you would be willing to share. 
 
The following are the types of supplies most beneficial: 
 
 
Pencils   Shampoo 
Colored pencils  Soap 
Markers   Conditioner 
Colors    Toothpaste 
Combs   Toothbrush 
Small toys  
 
 
A collection box will be set up in the downstairs Sunday School Room.  Thank you again for 
your help.  The people of Vina del Rey as well as each mission point have been so grateful to 
First Congregational Church.  They have recognized your true generosity and pray for us as 
brothers and sisters in Godôs family. 
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2010 Mission Monterrey Fundraiser 
 

The ñGO TEAMò of Mission Monterrey is conducting a recycling fundraiser.  Thereôs nothing to buy!  
We are simply asking you to protect the environment by donating your used electronics and 
unwanted, broken or mismatched jewelry.  Your used item(s) may be tax deductible and will be 
recycled in accordance with EPA regulations. (Tax deductible donation acknowledgement forms for 
your donation(s) are available in the church office.)  100% of the proceeds will help fund our 2010 trip 
to Monterrey, Mexico.  
 
We are currently collecting the following items: 
 
 
 
 
CELL PHONES LAPTOP COMPUTERS INKJET CARTRIDGES 
MP3 PLAYERS DIGITAL CAMERAS DIGITAL VIDEO CAMERAS 
HANDHELD GAME SYSTEMS GPS DEVICES RADAR DETECTORS 
ELECTRONIC BOOK READERS JEWELRY:  GOLD, SILVER & 

PLATINUM  
 

 
There will a box at the south entrance to deposit your donation. If you have any questions about this 
project, please donôt hesitate to contact our GO TEAM. 
 
We greatly appreciate your support! 
2010 ñGO TEAMò: 
Captain Kim Schryver, Anna Wolvers, Quinton Norman, Chad Pinkston, Sam & Shelly Speas, and 
two members of the Shirar Family. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

               ñTable Garage Saleò and Bake Sale  
           Saturday, May 1  

                                   8 a.m. ï 2 p.m.    

                   Sponsored by Womenôs Fellowship 
 

 
For just $15 you órentô a table and bring in your treasures to sell.  
Itôs $15 for the first table, $10 for a 2nd table and $5 for a 3 rd.  Set 
up will be Friday, April 30 from 4-6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
You are responsible for bringing your own change for the sale  and 
for removing any items that did not sell.  Perhaps you would like to 
ñgo inò with someone else and share a table.  Our space is limited, 
so please call or email the church office to reserve your table(s) as 
soon as possible.  

In conjunction with the Table Garage Sale will be a Bake Sale.  If you would like to donate some 
baked items, please bring them to the church during the  set-up time on Friday, April 30 th.   
 
Thank you from the Womenôs Fellowship Board: Co-Presidents Julianne Packer & Norma Dannen, 
Leta Lacina, Treasurer, Carol Stanley, Secretary 
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