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ñThe purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship             

  of God and in seeking His will for our lives, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. ò 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE . . .  

 
Do you realize that when you read this article we 
will have completed one month of our three 
month time together?  Time really DOES fly when 
youôre having fun.  And I assure you, Iôm having 
fun!  Let me count the way sé 

#1  ñGetting to Know Youò through our fellowship conversation 
times, the drop-in visits in the office, the  committee meetings I 
attend, and my care facility and home visits, have been enriching 
and enjoyable. 
#2  Seeing how well this church is being run ï from the office 
where Julianne is always on top of things, (and does it all with a 
smile) to John, who keeps the cleanest church Iôve ever seen, 
(and does it all with a smile) to the committees who faithfully 
labor doing the work that keeps the organizational needs of FCC 
moving ahead (lots of smiles and laughter in these meetings, 
too).  
#3  Having the opportunity to open the living word of God each 
Sunday, and share what I believe God has given me to speak.  
The Scripture is our guide in matters of faith and life, and what a 
privilege to be able to stand in your pulpit for these months in  the 
role of pastor.  
I want my sermons to be clear and helpful.  I want you to be able 
to put into practice what we talk about.  I want you to be as 
moved and excited by the word of God as I am.  If we remember 
to keep our ñhearts softò when we come together ï to be open to 
learning new things from Godôs word, then I believe this will be a 
summer to remember for all of us as we learn and grow together 
with the Holy Spiritôs help. 
     Jean 
 
P.S.  Are you remembering your ñdual citizenshipò?  Letôs live out 
our ñcitizenship of heavenò lifestyle in our country here ï being 
salt and light ï bringing peace and kindness where ever we go! 
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Keep a 
Soft 
Heart 



  

AUGUST 2010 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
8 & 9:30 A.M.  

 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 
       

1  COMMUNION  
      SUNDAY 
 
Cabinet Mtg.  
10:45 am   
 

2 
 
 
 
 
VACATION  
     BIBLE  
        SCHOOL 
5:30 pm – 8 pm  

3 
Cancer Support 
Groups 7 pm  

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W.W.  

5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

W.W.  

6 
 

7 

8 
Missions Sunday  
 
 
NOOMA Nites  
5:30 pm  @ Greg 
& Kristin 
Meyer’s home 

9 10  11  
Trustees Mtg.  
6:30 pm  
 
Rally Day 
Practice  
5-6:30 pm  
 

W.W.  

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W.W.  

13 
FCC Stamp Club  
10 -  Noon  

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W.W.  

15  
Benevolence &  
Missions Com.  
Mtg.  
10:45 am  

16 17  
Deacons Mtg.  
6:30 pm  

18 
Rally Day 
Practice  
5-6:30 pm  
 
 

 
 

W.W.  

19  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

W.W.  

20  
 

21 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W.  

22 
I -Cubs Game in 
Des Moines  
(details to be 
announced)  

23 24 25 
Rally Day 
Practice  
5-6:30 pm  
 
 
 
 

W.W.  

26  
 

27  
FCC Stamp Club  
10 – Noon  
 
 

28  
Oktemberfest 
Parade Float 
Mtg.  10 am  
 
Meals -On-
Wheels 11 am  
MMSC 

W.W.  

29  30  31   

 
STATS CORNER:   
Death:  Tom Clay, July 7, 2010; funeral service here July 17; officiant:  Rev. Greg Ellcey 
Baptism:   Emma Nicole Kaleta, July 10, 2010; parents: Nathan & Kelly Kaleta; officiant: Rev. Greg Ellcey 
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Men’s Breakfast Club 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

HyVee Deli, 7 am  
All men are welcome!   

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    
Women’s Coffee Club 

EVERY MONDAY 
HyVee Deli, 9 am  

All women are welcome! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Monday 
Morning  
Prayer Group  
Every Monday 
at 7 a.m. in 
church library  

The Monday 7:00 a.m. prayer 
group meets in the library to 
share and pray for our 
churché.its present, its future, 
all its memberséits mission in 
this world.  Praise God as He 
blesses us all and makes his 
will known to us then 
strengthens us with his love, 
grace, wisdom, joy, and peace 
so that we can follow through 
and DO his will. 
     Scriptures that have helped 
direct our thoughts and 
prayers this week include  
1Kings 8:  56-61 and 
Ephesians 3:  16-19.  We 
would enjoy having you join 
us.  Praise God from Whom all 
blessings flow! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Marshalltown 
Cancer 
Support Group  

Aug. 3 , 7 p.m.  

 

The program will be presented 
by Rita Hummel who is the 
Marketing/Active Older Adult 
Director for the Community Y.  
She will be discussing the 
Senior Programs available at 
the Y.  Rita has worked at the 
local Y since 1996, starting as 

an Aerobics Instructor part -
time and eventually full -time as 
the Assistant Health and 
Wellness Director.  She has 
most recently been appointed 
to her new position.  Rita 
enjoys working at the Y and is 
anxious to discuss all that the 
Y has to offer.  The MCSG will 
also be celebrating their 
organizationôs birthday at the 
August meeting.  Attendees 
are reminded to please enter 
through the 4 th Street entrance 
on the west side at the ground 
level. The Marshalltown Cancer 
Support Group meetings are 
held the first Tuesday of each 
month and are free and all are 
welcome to attend.  For more 
information or to make an 
appointment for the resource 
center, please call and leave a 
message at 641-752-5931. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

I -CUBS 
GAME 
August 22  
 

 
 
Never been to an I -Cubs 
baseball game?  Never MISS a 
game?  Welléwe are planning 
an outing to Des Moines to 
watch an I -Cubs game!  The 
tickets are free, as long as 
each person brings three 
canned food items.  These 
food donations support the 
Des Moines food bank.   
Departure time from the 
churchôs south parking lot will 
be announced at a later time.  
If you are interested in joining 
us, please contact Shelly Speas 
or the church office.  

 
OKTEMBERFEST 
FLOAT MEETING  
August 28, 10 a.m. 

 
 
 
On August 28th at 10 a.m. 
there will be a meeting at the 
church for our Oktemberfest 
Parade float ideas and 
preparations.  Last year it was 
so exciting to see our church in 
the parade!  It was a lot of fun 
and such a success that we are 
going to do it again this yea r.  
The parade is September 25th 
and everyone is welcome to 
join in on this great 
opportunity to share our 
talents and our church, and 
share Christ with our 
community.  Please contact 
Shelly Speas with questions. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

RALLY DAY 2010  
Sunday, September 12 

(during 10:30 am worship service)  

 
Rally Day is 
going to be 
a very 
special 
event this 
year é our 

service is going to be 
completely lead by our youth 
of FCC!  From the greeters to 
the sermon, the entire service 
will be run by the kids of our 
congregation.  This will be an 
awesome opportunity for our 
youth to have some fun and 
serve the Lord and our 
congregation.  
We welcome all youth to join 
in on this event.     
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UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS  
 
Dates and details are still being 
worked out for these 2 events:  
 
1) Back-2-School BBQ & game 
night at  Lenny Reeder's home.  
This will be for all youth and their 
families and leaders. 
 
2) Youth trip to Adventureland.  It 
will be in August. Fliers and 
permission slips will be in the mail 
soon. 
 

Searching  
for Substitute               Subs  

Sunday School           Needed!  
Teachers  

 

Sunday School  
begins on Rally  
Day, Sept. 12.   
We are looking  
for substitute  
teachers.  Please 
contact BCE Co-Chairs Aaron 
Dickey or Shelly Speas to 
volunteer. 

 

  
 
1 ...............   Maisie Gummert 
2 ...............   Aubree Runner 
3 ...............   Bonnie Pappas 
4 ...............   Dave Rowden 
6 ...............   Kaylee Kacmarynski 

 .................   Vicki Long 
8 ...............   Teresa Ohnesorge 
 .................   Nickie Weeden 
9 ...............   Jane Adams 
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10 .............   Dave Maxwell 
11 .............   Amy Sedlacek- 
 .................          Harmon 
12 .............   Aaron Gruver 
 .................   Evan Gruver 
 .................   Al Packer 
13 .............   Donn Anderson 
 .................   Dan Propst 
14 .............   Randy Breed 
 .................   Kelsey McGregor 
15 .............   Judy Hays 
 .................   Ron Long 
16 .............   Tyler Randall 
17 .............   Laura Bonnette 
 .................   Konner Kacmarynski 

18 .............   Raelene McGahuey 
19 .............   Merle Ainley 
20 .............   Lynn Maas 
22 .............   Tom Adams 
23 .............   Romaine Mackaman 

24 .............   Cindy Cunningham 
 .................   Marty Mettlin 
 .................   Jacob Shirar 
 .................   Matt Storjohann 
26 .............   Joann Ainley 
29 .............   Carol Stanley 
30 .............   Cyndi Barber 
 .................   Savannah Harmon 
 
 

 
 

 

Don & Kayla Bogenrief         8/6/77  
Max & Liz Meyer                8/10/71  
Mike & Cherryl Woltjer       8/11/84  
Dick & Julie Squiers           8/11/60              
Matt & Kim Schryver          8/16/75  
Sam & Shelly Speas           8/19/06  
Russell & Piper Harlan        8/19/89  
Bill & Marilyn Egleston        8/19/61  
Tom & Jane Adams            8/24/68  
Clarence & Norma Balcom  8/24/52 
Bob & Mildred Lathrop        8/28/93  
Paul & Julianne Packer       8/29/75  
Merle & Jo Anne Ainley       8/31/47  

                            Please keep our 

                   Members in Care 

                            Facilities in  

                         your Thoughts  

                          and Prayers: 
 

                            Mary Wilson 
                                Helen Berg                  
                          Olive Showalter 
                       Woody Shives  

Zora Dysart  
Esther Riley  
Mary Young  

Delores Bavender  
Don & Connie Lyman  

                     
                        Please pray for  
                        our soldiers 
                        that are serving  
                        overseas: 
 

 
Paul & Julianne Packerôs daughter 
(Madelynôs mommy): 
 
 

SSG Sarah Latham  
CJTF C12 RFC Army 
APO AE 09855 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“REPRESENTING THE  
STATE IN DEBATE” 

 

éthat was the headline for an 
article in the Times-
Republican which told of 
Danielle Propst being selected 
to be a part of an event only 
98 students in the NATION 
have been invited to attend.  
Danielle was one of two girls 
to represent Iowa at the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Girls Nation in Washington DC 
July 17 ï 24.  Girls State had 
students come together to 
mock debate issues and laws, 
much like they do on debate 
teams, which Danielle is a 
part of at MHS.   



 

What Fun Is This!  
M2M BUILD A PASTOR CAMPAIGN  

 

 The church renewal committee is highlighting the mission work of our church during the month of 
August.  We are pleased to update you on Mission Monterrey 2010.  In June the Mission Monterrey Go Team ï 
aka M2M (for Marshalltown to Monterrey) ï identified four ways we would support our partners in Christ in 
Monterrey, even though we would not be traveling there this year.  
 First, we agreed to send $5,000 of Mission Monterrey assets to Pastor Guzman for use in supporting his 
churchôs work at the 10 mission points he now serves.   An anonymous donor matched that $5,000, bringing 
the total cash donation to $10,000. This money was wired to the Guzmans in June 2010.  We know that much 
of this money will be committed to construction work on two very modest churches ï one at a squattersô 
village named Valles II and the other at Allianza Real.   Previously, there were no churches or even community 
buildings at either of these two mission points.  Church services and Vacation Bible School are held in the open 
air with plastic sheeting for shade against the brutal sun or sloppy mud during rare rains.  Temperatures in 
these communities range as low as the 30ôs and 40ôs regularly during the winter months.  Believe us when we 
say that our mission partners and those we serve in and around Monterrey will benefit enormously from this 
shelter.    
 A second way we offered to support the ongoing work of the Vina del Rey church was to provide either 
materials or money to support vacation bible school activities.  Because shipping costs are significant, we 
agreed to wire additional money in lieu of mailing actual craft items, for example.   This supplemental $1000 
from the Mission Monterrey account was wired to the Guzmans in June 2010 expressly to help finance VBS for 
the 800-1000 kids they plan to serve this summer in fun, inspiring and encouraging bible 1/2 ïday camps.  
 For all of you who have so generously provided finished gift bags, personal size toiletries and small 
toys for the children, know that t he Vina del Rey church members are very grateful for your support.  Parts of 
the M2M Committee met several times in June and July to inventory what items we had on hand, to fill 100 
gift bags, and to box up residual toiletry items into boxes.  These we are  in the process of shipping to a 
contact in Laredo, Texas, who will make certain the Guzmanôs get these gifts.  They value this opportunity to 
provide these items in a fun way to children and families who do not have access to such ñluxuriesò as 
shampoo and toothbrushes and toothpaste, etc.   
 Another way we are supporting VBS style mission work is by trying to assist our own church, FCC in 
Marshalltown, in their efforts to promote VBS planned for the first week of August.   Posters and fliers to the 
broader community are being made and will be distributed to make our wider community aware of the fun 
opportunity here.  M2M members are also pitching in to help teach, supervise, feed, and assure craft kits are 
available to our own bible school attendees.  
 Nowé. for some really fun news!  In August 2010 our church will highlight and focus on missions and 
benevolence.  Pastor Guzman has graciously showed his good humor by allowing us to create a life-size 
cardboard facsimile of him!  However, Florencio will appear to you in parts only, as we have dissected his 
facsimile into torso, limbs, hands, feet, and head, etc.  To make him whole, we will be silently auctioning off 
his body parts!  YES!  YOUôVE HEARD THAT CORRECTLY!  In order to lift Pastor Guzman to his full potential in 
2011, we ask that you become an essential part of his body of work by financing one of his arms or legs or 
head or even his heart or bible.  We will provide you with more details about this when we launch the fund -
raiser on Sunday, August 8th!  We have had much fun getting this organized.  We hope you will find it 
rewarding and entertaining as well.  
 Finally, M2M feels that there is no better way to help maintain relationships between vital partners than 
to have them meet face to face.  Some of the finances that FCC ñGo Teamò members would have spent in 
airfare and lodging in Monterrey have been saved to finance a return trip by Pastor Guzman and his wife Maria 
to Marshalltown.  It sounds as if the best time for them to visit will be sometime in later October 2010.  We 
are very excited to see Pastor Guzman and Maria again and know you will enjoy hearing and talking more with 
them this fall.    
 To all of you, the M2M committee extends a heart - felt thanks  for your abiding encouragement in 
acting out the great commission in Mexico.  We know that our gratefulness is but a portion of the enormous 
gratitude felt by the Guzman family and the Vina del Rey church and all those that have been brought to the 
Lord through our Mexican partnersô compelling invitations to know the joy and rewards of a life in Christ.  Be 
looking on our FCC website for an update of the Guzman Ministries newsletter sometime soon!   



 

 
 

Endowment Fund of First Congregational Church  
 
The Endowment Fund Committee wishes to acknowledge the contributions to the Endowment Fund 
of First Congregational Church since the December 31, 2009 annual report. 

Contributions received January 1, 2010 through June 30, 2010: 
  Karen Packer Memorial 
  John Preece Memorial 

Elizabeth Ruopp Memorial 
  Jeanette Allison Memorial 
  Pauline Mairs Memorial  _______   
   Total Contributions  $335.00 
 
The market value of the Endowment Fund as of June 30, 2010 is $674,516.77. 
The income from investments provides support for programs and projects of our church which are 
not covered in the annual budget.  The income also aids in budget shortfalls.  The estimated 
investment income for 2010 is about $20,000.  A professional financial service manages all assets of 
our Endowment Fund. 
 
You can remember loved ones through memorials as a way to perpetuate the use of the gift.   
 
Contributions should be specifically directed to Endowment Fund of the First Congregational 
Church .   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Endowment Fund Committee 
Rachel Mason Chp., Al Hays, Max Meyer, Gary McKibbin, Julie Squiers, and Rev. Barry Holmes 
 

    
     Vacation Bible School is BACK!!!  
                     August 2nd - 6th               
                     5:30 PM to 8 PM 
 

Since we missed having VBS last year we are going to bring it back and have a  
wonderful time this year with an adventure through the Rainforest.  The children  

       will encounter 5 different parables told by Jesus throughout the week.  As we have in the past the children  
       will start with a dinner and fellowship.  Afterwards they will attend the Rockinô Rainforest  Assembly and then  
       travel through 3 or 4 different stations (Bible Stories, Crafts, Games, and other fun Activities) to learn more  
       about Jesusô parables.  At the end of the evening the children will gather once again for more fun and music.   
       Our Bible theme for the week will focus on John 3:16.  
 

       So mark your calendar and look for registration forms in the church bulletins or table near the Sanctuary  
       (coming in July).  Children ages 4 years to 10 years old are invited to come join their friends on an Awesome  
       Adventure and find out whatôs in for store for us in the Rainforest.  If you (ages 11 and up) would like to help  
       us out that week, please let Aaron Dickey (754-9871) know.  We look forward to a great time learning about  
       Godôs word. 

 

       Be sure to register soon so we know who to look for.  BRING A FRIEND and together you can take part in an 
       AWESOME ADVENTURE.   
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FCC FINANCIAL UPDATE  

  June Year To Date 

  Budget Actual Over/Under Budget Actual Over/Under 

Tithes/Offerings $12,289 $10,421 -$1,868 $79,877 $81,815 $1,938 

Other Income $738 $364 -$375 $4,800 $3,105 -$1,695 

TOTAL INCOME $13,027 $10,784 -$2,243 $84,677 $84,920 $243 

TOTAL 
EXPENSES   $16,149     $124,506   

OVER/UNDER   -$5,365     -$39,585   

 

Note:  Other Income includes basket collections, Sunday school offerings, special offerings, interest 

income, Weight Watchers and miscellaneous income.  Expenses are the operating expenses of the Boards and 
committees. 
 

Because of the increased tithes and offerings, at this time it will not be necessary to adjust our budget.  
THANK YOU!! 
 

Average worship attendance year-to-date:  8 a.m. = 1 6   9:30 a.m. = 97  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Church Renewal/Rejuvenation Activities  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to check out Pastor Barry’s blog during his sabbatical.  You may find 
the blog on the church’s web site:  www.fccmarshalltown.org    
Once you are at the site, simply scroll down to Social Media:  Click here to view Pastor Barryôs 
Sabbatical Blog.  Another window will pop up to view the blog.  
Blog pages are also being printed and displayed on the bulletin board in Mayflower Room. 

          __________________________________________________________________  
 

                                             

     “STUFF THE BUS” CAMPAIGN 
                                                                      

House of Compassionôs ñStuff the Busò campaign continuesé you may bring your donations to 
the church through August 8 th.   Distribution to the students will be August 14 and 16 at St. 
Paulôs Episcopal Church. 
Below is a list of needed items: 
wide-line notebook paper, colored pocket folders, erasers: pencil tip & regular, blue & black 
erasable pens, pencils, crayons, lg. boxes facial tissue, fine line washable markers, sharp point 
scissors, spiral notebooks, 8 oz. Elmerôs glue 
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Event Resp. Date  Comments 
August ï Missions 

Sunday/dinner   
Benevolence & 

Missions 
Mission Monterrey 

Sunday,  
August 8th  

Missions Sunday 

Sept ï Rally Day 
Sunday/dinner 

BCE Sunday, September 
12th 

Rally Sunday 

October ï welcome 
back potluck dinner  

Womenôs 
Fellowship/Amity 

Sunday,  
October 17th 

PB to give 
presentation after 

dinner 

http://www.fccmarshalltown.org/


 

 

                               First Congregational  Church       
312 W. Main St.   
Marshalltown, IA  50158  

 
 
 
 
 

-  Address Service Requested -  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit No. 33 

Marshalltown, Iowa            
50158 


