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“The purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship             
  of God and in seeking His will for our lives, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.” 
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Message from Pastor Barry 
 

 

I watched a video that spoke of changing our concept of Advent. 
(www.adventconspiracy.org.) Here are some concepts from that video: 
The story of Christ's birth is a story of promise, hope, and a 
revolutionary love.   So, what happened? What was once a time to 
celebrate the birth of a Savior has somehow turned into a season of 
stress, traffic jams, and shopping lists.  And when it's all over, many of 
us are left with presents to return, looming debt that will take months 
to pay off, and this empty feeling of missed purpose. Is this what we 
really want out of Christmas?  
 

[Worship Fully]    It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. It’s a 
season where love wins, peace reigns, and a king is celebrated. 
Entering the story of advent means entering this season with an 
overwhelming passion to worship Jesus to the fullest. Experiencing the 
thrill of watching our adult choir and our kids worshiping together at our 
Harvest Dinner celebration is one of the highlights of my ministry.  I am 
looking forward to more worship and sharing in our church. 
 

[Spend Less] Because of the economy, this is probably a really good 
idea anyway. The motivation speaks more about our values. America 
spends an average of $450 billion a year every Christmas. It would take 
$10 billion to give fresh water to everyone in the world.  It’s not just big 
business that has their values in selfish places.   
 

[Give More]  God’s gift to us was a relationship built on love. So it’s no 
wonder why we’re drawn to the idea that Christmas should be a time to 
love our friends and family in the most memorable ways possible. Time 
is the real gift Christmas offers us, and no matter how hard we look, it 
can’t be found at the mall. Time to write mom a letter. Time to take the 
kids sledding. Time to bake really good cookies and sing really bad 
Christmas carols. Time to make love visible through relational giving. 
Sounds a lot better than getting a sweater two sizes too big, right? 
 

[Love All] When Jesus loved, He loved in ways never imagined. 
Though rich, he became poor to love the poor, the forgotten, the 
overlooked and the sick. He played to the margins. By spending less at 
Christmas we have the opportunity to join Him in giving resources to 
those who need help the most.  Use some of that money you saved on 
gifts to help someone in need.  You won’t have to look very far.                                 
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WORSHIP SERVICES: 
8 & 10:30 A.M. 

BELL CHOIR PRACTICE: 8:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00 A.M. 
CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE:  9:30 A.M. 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Head Deacon for December:  Pat Anderson  

 1  Soup 
     Kitchen 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

2   *Girls of  
       Grace II 
        3:30 pm 
 

Cabinet Mtg. 
5:00 pm 
 

Cancer  

   Support  
   Groups 
   5:30 pm 
Cmas Potluck 

3   
**Women’s 
Bible Study 
1 pm 

 
Cum Double   
6:30 pm 

 
 
 

W.W. 

4 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W. 

5  
FCC Stamp 
Club 10 am 
 
 

 

6 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W. 

7 
2nd Sunday of 

Advent 
 

8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

9  * 
 

10  ** 
6:00 pm 

D.O.G.’s Club 
Guys of Glory 
Girls of Grace 
 

Trustees & 
BCE Mtgs.  
6:30 pm 

 

W.W. 

11 
Amity 

12:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W. 

12 
FCC Stamp 

Club 10 am 
 
 

13 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W. 

14 
3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
Children’s 
Christmas 

Program 
 
Cookie/Candy 
Walk 

15 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

16  * 
      MTGS: 

    6:30 pm 
Deacons 
Nominating 

Committee 

17  ** 
 Board of 

Christian Ed. 
Mtg. 
6:30 pm 

 
 
 

W.W. 

18 
EFB Cmas 

Box packing 
9 am 
 

Women’s 
Fellowship 
Noon 

W.W. 

19 
EFB Cmas 

Box pick-up 
11:30 am – 
1 pm 

20  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

W.W. 

21 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 

 
Benevolence 
& Missions 

Mtg.  
11:45 am 

22 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

23 * 24 
Christmas 
Eve Services 

5 pm 
11 pm 
 

 
 

25 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

26 27 
Meals-On-
Wheels 

 
 
 

 
W.W. 

28 

 
 
 

 
 
 

29 30 31 

 
 
 

 
 

W.W. 

 

W.W. = Weight Watcher meetings 
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CHURCH 
OFFICES CLOSED 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 29 
10 a.m. 

Sanctuary 
All are welcome to come help 
decorate the sanctuary for the 
Advent/Christmas season.  
Refreshments and snacks will be 
served.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Marshalltown 

Cancer Support  
Groups  
Tuesday, December 2 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Please note this earlier time for 
our annual Christmas party.   
The evening will begin with a 
potluck at 5:30. p.m.  Drinks and 
table service will be provided. 
 (In case of bad weather and we 
need to postpone, please listen to 
KFJB/KIX 101.) 
After the dinner there will be a 
time for sharing past Christmas 
memories.  If a participant  
wants to bring a favorite 
ornament or gift that they have 
received to show the group, they 
may do so.  The evening will 
conclude with entertainment by 
two members from the Tuesday 
Musical Club: Cindy Mack and 
Donnis Grier. 
     This year the MCSG will be 
“giving” to those less fortunate in 
our community.  Everyone is  
asked to bring a non-perishable 
food item that can be donated to 
the Emergency Food Box. 

The MCSG also notes the VFW 
Auxiliary # 839 will be at the 
function to help. 

There will be no meeting in 
January. 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 
6:30 p.m. 

Join us in Fellowship Hall for an 
evening of good food & fellowship 
followed by Christmas carols.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

         
Thursday, Dec. 11 

               12:30 pm 
Hostesses: Lynn Hall, Jeanie Burt, 
Cynthia Ragland, Jane Bauer 
 
 
 
 

  Christmas 

 
 
                          __________ 
                           Christmas 
                           Soup Potluck 

 
Children’s Christmas 

Program &  
Christmas Luncheon 

Annual Cookie/Candy Walk 
Sunday, December 14 

 

On December 14th following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service, the 
Board of Christian Education will 
be hosting a potluck meal.  We 
had such success last year with 
the potluck meal that we’re 
going for it again!  Here’s what 
we will need from you wonderful 
chefs:  15 crockpots of soup and 
some tasty side dishes.  Please 
e-mail or call the church office 
with the items(s) you are willing 
to bring (fcc@adiis.net or 752-
4239).  Table service, drinks, 
crackers, shredded cheese, 
cornbread and rolls will be 
provided.   
Hope to see everyone there. 
Come hungry! 

Thursday, Dec. 18, Noon 
 

Hostesses: Joan Carter, Julianne 
Packer, Leta Lacina, Connie 
Lyman 
If ANYONE has any felt scraps 
and would like to donate them, 
please bring it to the church by 
12/17.  We sure could use them 
for our next service project! 
 

 
Preparation Day:  12/18 

9 a.m. - ?  
Pick-Up Day: 12/19 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 

Emergency Food Box will be 
using FCC’s Fellowship Hall for 
the packing of this year’s 
Christmas Boxes.  It is quite a 
feat to witness.  5 or 6 helpers 
from our church are needed to 
help pack the boxes on 
preparation day. If you’re 
interested in lending a helping 
hand, please contact Kirk Shirar 
or the church office.   
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WEDDING: 
November 15 
Amanda Sedlacek and 

Andrew DeVaul 
 
DEATH: 

Leora Kuhlman, 91  
Nov. 19 
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Wednesday, December 25 

5:00 p.m. 
11:00 p.m. 

With Christmas music 

starting at 10:30 p.m. 
 
        
                     
 
 
 
 
 
         
        December Birthdays! 
 
2 ...............  Sarah Paustian 
3 ...............  Sonya Calderon 
.................  Sharon Greer 
4 ...............  Jeni Runner 
8 ...............  Don Bogenrief 
.................  Craig Ragland 
10 .............  Kristi Cameron 
11 .............  Beth Tigges 
19 .............  Christopher 
                        Bonnette 
.................  Phyllis Wyatt 
20 .............  Anita Niehouse 
21 .............  Becky Horn 
.................  Loretta Stubbe 
23 .............  Jeb Long 
25 .............  Norma Dannen 
27 .............  Valois Brintnall 
28 .............  Levi Byers 
.................  Sarah Shirar 
29 .............  Barry Holmes 
.................  Zach Woerner 
30 .............  Todd Stanley 
31 .............  Cindy Shirar 
.................  Virginia Southard 
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Greg & Barb Ellcey           12/12/60 
Cody & Dani Wical           12/15/07 
John & Bobby Olson         12/22/84 
John & Doris Oldenkamp  12/24/45 
Tom & Virginia Southard  12/28/48 
Foster Hawkins &  
Nancy Urbanowski           12/29/89 
Al & Stella Storjohann      12/30/45 
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                          Kathryn Pike 
                          Mary Wilson 

                          Jerry Knights 
Doretta Cunningham 

                            Helen Berg                  

                      Olive Showalter 
                   Woody Shives 

Virginia Burris 

Patsy Keyser 
 

 

 

 
Poinsettia memorial 
forms/envelopes will be 
accepted until December 16th.  

Donation for the memorial is a 
minimum of $8. 
 

 
 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
TREE 

 

The Benevolence and Missions 
Committee invite you to partner 
with us, the House of 
Compassion and the Adopt-A-
Family Program 2008.  We have 
adopted two families with 5 
members in each family.  The 
“Tree of Tags” is set up in 
Fellowship Hall.  To participate, 
simply choose a tag from the 
tree, wrap the gift, and bring 
the gift to the church no later 
than December 14th.  There tags 
with “personal items” on them.  
These are items the families 
have chosen from a supplied list 
from the House of Compassion.  
There is no need to gift wrap 
the “personal items”.  The same 
with the grocery items.  
If you have any questions, 
please contact any Benevolence 
and Missions Committee 
member or the church office. 
 
Christmas Blessings, 
Benevolence & Missions 
Committee 
Debi Estabrook, Sharon Propst, 
Julianne Packer, Leta Lacina, 
Doris McCarty, Kirk Shirar 



  

 
Soldiers, military families, children from 
schools, civil service employees, contract 
personnel and citizens from the 
communities surrounding Fort Knox, Ky., 
set an unofficial world record Nov. 6 with 
the largest, yellow-ribbon formation 
made up of 2,216 people on Fort Knox. 
Fort Knox FMWR is planning to submit 
the paperwork to the Guinness Book of 
World Records. 
 

Dustin Hofert 

Mike & Cherryl Woltjer’s 
nephew is deployed to 

Afghnistan: 

Dustin Hofert 
C62nd ENG COMBAT BN 

APO AE 09310-FOB-Fentey 
 

Marty Mettlin 
Debi Mettlin’s son is deployed 

to Iraq: 
Marty Mettlin 

557 ERHS Besmaya Range 

Complex 
APO AE 09308 

 

Ken Lantz 
Donn & Pat Anderson’s son-in-
law, Ken Lantz, deployed to 

Iraq: 
Kenneth Lantz 

HHC 2-7 CAV 4BCT 1CD 

FOB Garryowen 
APO AE 09331 

 

Blake Latham 
Paul & Julianne Packer’s son-

in-law, Blake Latham, deployed 

to Iraq: 
Blake Latham 

Company B 834th ASB 

APO AE  09391 

An Important Update from 
the Chair of Benevolence & 

Missions Committee 
 

The Missions and Benevolence 
committee has the huge task 

of deciding which missions will 
be supported by our church.  
2008 funds were distributed to 

House of Compassion, 
Emergency Food Box, NACCC, 
Danielle and Katie’s history 

competition, and Mission 
Monterrey.   

 

This year, we 
have decided to 
partner with 

House of 
Compassion’s 

Adopt-A-Family 
Program.  The Christmas tree 
with gift and food items on it is 

in Fellowship hall. (Details on 
page 4).  We thank you in 
advance for your generosity in 

supporting these families. 
 
We know a commitment of 

time is the one of the biggest 
gifts of all and understand life’s 
busy schedules, and without 

your assistance we will not be 
able to continue to serve two 
local missions.  Currently, our 

biggest challenge is to get 
volunteers to serve at the 
House of Compassion the first 

Monday each month and 
deliver Meals-On-Wheels the 

4th and 5th Saturdays each 
month. 
 

House of Compassion:  We 
have a wonderful team of 
cooks consisting of Joan 

Carter, Don & Connie Lyman 
and Bob & Judy Gaynor. The 

struggle is getting 4 to 5 
people to serve and clean up.  

The serving team reports to 
the house by 4:45 p.m. and 
the serving/clean up is 

completed by 6:30 p.m.  One 
suggestion to remedy this 
problem is to form teams of 4 

or 5 people that would be 
willing to serve 4 times a year 

(once a quarter).   
 
Meals-On-Wheels:  Delivering 

the meals requires the meals 
to be picked up at MMSC @ 
11:00 a.m.  FCC is responsible 

for the blue route (South 
Marshalltown area) which 
consists of 8-15 meals.  The 

meals are delivered to the door 
and the containers from the 
previous days are picked up.  

Some recipients have special 
instructions that are stated in 
the book that accompanies the 

meals.  When the route is 
complete, the containers are 
dropped back off at MMSC.  

Currently, it is more often that 
this committee’s members are 

fulfilling this commitment 
instead of the congregation. 
 

The Missions and Benevolence 
committee is seeking your 
opinions about these projects. 

Are you willing to give of your 
time so these projects can 
continue to be served?  Please 
let us know. 

 

Serving the Lord, 
Debi Estabrook, Chair 

Benevolence & Missions Com. 
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“Our family would like to thank 
everyone for their continuous 
prayers and support for Tyler 
and his family during this 
difficult time.  If you would like 
to follow Tyler’s progress on 
his care page, please email his 
dad, Tom Harris, 
tgharris20@yahoo.com. 
God Bless, and our prayers are 
with each and everyone one of 
you.” 
Tom, Tyler, Judy Harris 
Ryan, Alyssa Nicols 
Nancy Harris 
-   -   -   -   -  -   -  -  -   -   -   - 
The FCC Stamp Club made 
Halloween cards and sent 

them to Ken Lantz’s (Donn & 
Pat Anderson’s son-in-law) unit 

in Iraq.  Below is a thank you 
from the platoon sergeant: 
Dear Church Body, Thank you 
for supporting my platoon by 
sending cards.  Mail is one of 
the best things a soldier can 
receive over here.  We are a 
remote base in Iraq near the 
Iran border.  We started 
building this base from scratch 
in July and it was HOT.   
We just wanted to say thanks 
and God bless your efforts to 
support the troops. 
For God and Country, 
Master Sergeant Cooper, 
Medical Platoon Sgt. 
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News from Girl Scout  
Troop #162 

We would like to extend our 
warmest thanks to First 
Congregational Church for  
being our sponsor for the 2008-
2009 school year. Girl Scouting 
builds girls of courage, 
confidence, and character who 
make the world a better place. 
The Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience engages girls in 
discovering self, connecting with 
others, and taking action to 
make the world a better place. 
We are thrilled to be Girl Scouts 
and are blessed by your 
support. This year, we are 
beginning to work on our Girl 
Scout Gold Award which is the 
highest award a Girl Scout 
between 14 and 18 can earn. 
The Gold Award recognizes the 
work of Girl Scouts who 
demonstrate leadership 
culminating in 50 hours or more, 
dedicated towards a service 
project that has lasting effects in 
their community. We hope you 
will support us as we venture 
down this leadership road of 
excellence. Remember, January 
is not far around the corner and 
that means we’ll be selling those 
delicious cookies so mark your 
calendars! Once again, thank 
you for the love and support you 
give our troop. 
 

 

 
 
Peighton, Katie and Danielle 
 
 

This year, 
Women’s 

Fellowship 
undertook 
the project of 

“Operation 
Christmas 

Child – The Shoebox Ministry.”  

This is through Samaritan’s 
Purse International Relief.   

Women’s Fellowship brought 
the following items:  school 
supplies, small toys, tooth 

brushes & pastes, bar soap, 
hard candy, ball caps, hair 
clips, hand crocheted mittens 

& hats, hard plastic shoeboxes, 
and many more items.  We put 
together a total of 27 

shoeboxes!   
We then delivered the boxes to 
the local drop-off (Evangelical 

Free Church) where they 
boxed up the shoeboxes to go 
to Minneapolis.  We were 

informed that the boxes 
processed in Minneapolis go to 
children in India, Africa and 

the former Soviet Union.  In 
each box we included a note 

which told each child that a 
prayer was said for them and 
that they are a gift from God.  

Samaritan’s Purse will include a 
booklet about the story of 
Jesus in that child’s language.   

 
We wish to thank EVERYONE 
that helped to make this 

ministry a beautiful success. 
 
In His Service, 

Julianne Packer, 
Co-President Women’s 
Fellowship 

 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS IN 2008 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Wayne & Jonna Wagar 

Jim Roughton 
Toni Yohn 

John & Lisa Beaty & family 
Troy & LaRae McGahuey & family 

Chantel Woerner 
Quinton Norman 

Rod Hassler 
Kristi Casper 

Ruth Altemeier 
Eric Gummert 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Photos of our new members will accompany the January 
newsletter.  These photos will allow members to update their 

church directories. 
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