
   Pilgrim ôs Progress 
                       FEBRUARY 20 10 Issue  
   

ñThe purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship             

  of God and in seeking His will for our lives, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.ò 
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February is a month of check-ups, a 
time to take stock.  It is commonly 
referred to as ñHeart Month.ò  Maybe 
now is a good time to check the 
health of our ñheartsò in relationship 
to Christ.  Colossians 2:19-20 speaks 
of what happens when we lose our 
connectedness to Christ, we die. 

 
Our church is now doing an evaluation of its health.  The facts 
speak for themselves, giving is down dramatically and some have 
even suggested that perhaps a change in spiritual leadership 
would be appropriate.  I believe in letting the facts speak for 
themselves and then let us make proper prayerful decisions 
guided by the will of God and not the selfish interest of human 
desire. 
 
Here are some pure facts during the past seven years: 
 

¶ Today over 60% of our active members (73) did not exist 
seven years ago!  This has brought new ideas and energy 
to our boards and committees, and therefore to our 
church. 

¶ Hymns to Him concerts to our community.  
¶ Harvest/Heritage meal restarted and fellowship increased. 
¶ Outreach to shut-ins by church family through various 

programs in addition to pastoral visits.  
¶ Adult Education restarted and expanded to include various 

studies and programs. 
¶ Youth and young adult programs, i.e. NOOMA Nites, Girls 
of Grace, D.O.Gôs Club (Depend on God students), etc. 

¶ Dinner-&-A-Movie. 
¶ Stamp Club activities. 

¶ Expanded mission vision. 
¶ Drama/Worship expansion. 

  

           Sincerely in Your  
    Service and His, 
 Pastor Barry 
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WORSHIP SERVICES:  

8 & 10:30 A.M.  

BELL CHOIR PRACTICE:  8:30 A.M.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:00  A.M.  

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTI CE:  9:30 A.M.  
 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

January 31 
 

 

1  
 
 

 

2  
*Girls of 

Grace II  
3:30 pm @ 

the Holmesô 
home  

 

Cancer 
Support 

Groups 7 pm  

3 
6:30 pm  

Cum Double  
 

 
 

 

 
 

W.W.  

4  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
W.W.  

5  

 
6 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

W.W.  

7  

Communion  
 

Cabinet Mtg.  

11:30 am  
NOOMA Nites  

5 pm @ Greg 
& Kristin 

Meyerôs 

home  

8 9 *  10  

Youth Nite  
6-8 pm  

 

Trustees 
Mtg. 6:30 pm  

 
 

 

W.W.  

11  

Amity  
1 pm  

 

 
 

 
 

 

W.W.  

12  

FCC Stamp 
Club 10 am  

 

13  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

W.W.  

14  

 

15  

 

 
 

 
 

16 *  

Deacons Mtg.  

6:30 pm  
  

17   

Lenten 

Breakfast @ 
FUCC  

6:30 am  
 

Ash 

Wednesday 
Service  

7 pm  
W.W.  

18  

Womenôs 

Fellowship  
11 am  

Svc Project  
Mtg/lunch @ 

noon  

 
 

 
W.W.  

19  

 

20  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

21  

1st  Sunday in 
Lent  

BCE & Ben. & 
Missions 

Mtg.  

11:45 am  

22  

 
 

23 *  

 

24  

Lenten 
Breakfast @ 

Trinity 
Lutheran  

6:30 am  

Youth Nite at 
Totem Bowl  

6-8 pm  
W.W.  

25  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

26  

FCC Stamp 
Club 10 am  

 

27  

Meals -On-
Wheels  

11 am @ 
MMSC 

 

 
 

 
W.W.  

28  

2nd  Sunday in 
Lent  

 

 

February Lenten B reakfast Schedule  

Breakfast starts at 6:30 am at ea ch location  
 

2/17:  1 st  United Church of Christ, 204 S. 4 th  Ave.  

2/24:  Trinity Lutheran Church, 1011 S. 3 rd  Ave.  
 

(Complete Lenten Breakfast schedule on page 5)  
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A NOTE FROM OUR TRUSTEES: 
 
Thanks to everyone who came and took part in the Annual Meeting. The participation was great. This is the 
way a church family should work. Thanks for the good questions and ideas.  The Trustees will be keeping 
everyone updated on our financial situation as the year goes on by posting attendance totals and church 
income in the monthly newsletter starting in March.    

 

The idea of a  dollar or two or four dollars over your pledge per week or whatever you can come up with  - 
even the change in your pocket - will make a difference. 
  

We thank you and look forward to your questions and ideas. 
   

Your Trustees:  Jack Tremain, Chair,  
Bill Grabe, Ray Gerdes, Max Meyer, Jane Adams, Harry Wilson, Al Hays 
 

  
 
 
 
 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
 

 

First Congregational Church has 
been assigned the month of 
February to help restock the 
shelves at the House of 
Compassionôs Supply Closet.  
Items needed for the Supply 
closet: 
 

hair shampoo & conditioner 
dish soap, laundry detergent 
toilet paper, Kleenex,  
paper towels,  
disposable diapers/baby wipes,  
Over-the-counter medications: 
adult & children formulas:  
non-aspirin, aspirin, vitamins.   
 

     The households that the 
Supply Closet serves is steadily 
on the increase.  Letôs do OUR 
part to give back to our 
community by choosing a few of 
the above items and take them 
to the church.  You may e ither 
pick up a paper sack at church 
(which has a supply list 
attached) or simply use the 
above list and bring the items to 
the church no later than Mar . 1. 

Thank you! 

Menôs Breakfast Club 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
HyVee Deli, 7 am  
All men are welcome! 
_____________ ____________________________________________________  

Marshalltown Cancer 
Support Groups  
Feb. 2, 7 p.m.  
 

PROGRAM:   
 David D. Hicks, LBSW  
 
Mr. Hicks is the Director of Youth 
and Shelter Services of Marshall 
County.  David graduated from 
MHS, attended MCC & graduated 
from William Penn University.  He 
has been the Director of Youth 
and Shelter Services since 2005 
and has been employed with the 
agency since 1996.   
 
Refreshments will be served by 
VFW Auxiliary #839. The support 
group meetings are free and all 
are welcome to attend.  
   

The Marshalltown Cancer Support 
Group Resource Center has many 
items available to assist cancer 
patients, families, and caregivers.  
 
For more information or to make 

an appointment for 
the resource 
center, please call 
and leave a 
message at 641-
752-5931. 

Cum Double  
Wednesday, Feb. 3  

6:30 p.m.  
Program:  Shirley Price,  

Suzie Sower House 
Hosts:  Max & Norma Dannen 
Come double (or single)éjust 
come enjoy an evening of 
fellowship.  Meal is potluck, 
however, first -timers are our 
guests. J 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feb. 11, 2010  
1 p.m.  

PROGRAM:  Rhonda Miller 
                  Iowa River Hospice 
Hostesses:  Marian Gerdes, Jane 
Benbow, Jeanie Burt 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

õ 
 

                      ASH  
               WEDNESDAY 
                   SERVICE 

 
 

February 17, 2010 
7:00 p.m.  
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Womenôs  

    Fellowship  
 
 
 
 

Feb. 18  
11 a.m. ï Service Project  

Lunch @ noon  
 

PROGRAM:  ñFreedom Flightò 
Hostesses:  Sandy Weuve, 
Loretta Stubbe, Joan Carter 
 

 

 
Kindergarten ð 6th  Grade 

6- 8 p.m.  

February 10  

February 24 @ Totem Bowl  

Mar 10 & 24  

April  14 & 28 
 

There will be a delicious meal, 

fun and interactive kid -sized 

devotion, and ple nty of games 

and fellowship!  D.O.G.s meet 

every 2 nd and 4th  Wednesday 

during the school year just for 

the joy of being around our 

friends in Christ.  There will 

also be a few SPECIAL get -

togethers!   

Gatherings are at FCC unless 

otherwise noted.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  If school has 
been cancelled on a scheduled 
D.O.G.ôs day, NO D.O.G.ôs Club 
that day.  
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UPCOMING YOUTH 
ACTIVITY  

 
February 26 & 27  
ñAcquire the Fireò  

Des Moi nes  
 
Acquire the Fire is a 27 hour life 
transforming event built around 
bringing volume and clarity to 
God's voice in the lives of 
teenagers. For more than two 
decades, ATF events have 
delivered... 

Decision-making opportunities 
for Christ 

Pattern-breaking challenges for 
living "real-life" with God 

Future-shaping perspectives 
that help youth see themselves 
in God's big plan 

Any youth attending this event 
will find it an experience of a 
lifetime. They'll listen to the 
greatest worship bands, the 
greatest audio feast, and the 
greatest, most mind blowing 
interactive ministry theyôll have 
ever experienced at a Christian 
event.  We invite our youth to 
join the hundreds of thousands 
of young people who will give 
God 27 hours at an ATF this 
year and walk away 
transformed. 

For more information, or to 
register to attend, please 
contact Shelly Speas. 

                

 

                       Acquire the Fire 

  
 
1 ...............   Trace Ohrt 
2 ...............   Madelyn Latham 
3 ...............   Angie Dickey 
 .................   Don Thompson 
4 ...............   Delores Bavender 
 .................   Marian Gerdes 
 .................   Terry Tremain 
5 ...............   Katie Woltjer 
8 ...............   Bill Egleston 
 .................   Andrea Harlan 
10 .............   Alyxia Loney 
11 .............   Andrew Woltjer 
16 .............   Pat Anderson 
 .................   Beau Ragland 
 .................   Jim Roughton 
17 .............   Eric Weeden 
18 .............   Sean Hof 
19 .............   Mary Young 
20 .............   Betty Runner 
22 .............   Lola Breed 
 .................   Amy Kacmarynski 
23 .............   Maxine Britten 
 .................   Carolyn Gibson 
24 .............   Dani Wical 
25 .............   Adam Berg 
 .................   Staci Moyer 
26 .............   Joel Greer 
 .................   Melba Simmons 
28 .............   Mildred Lathrop 
 .................   Hannah Woerner 
29 .............   Terry Paustian 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TOé 
 

 
Don & Dorothy Peterson      2/3/44 
Ray & Marian Gerdes           2/7/65  
Don & Connie Lyman           2/8/52  
Dave & Jeanie Burt            2/10/57  
Ron & Julia Ohrt                2/14/87  
Dave & Lisa Gruver            2/15/92  
Bob & Barb Hibbs              2/28/ 70 
 
 
 
 



  

      

 

             Please keep our  

                   Members in Care 

                            Facilities in  

                         your Thoughts  

                          and Prayers: 
 

                             
Mary Wilson 

                                Helen Berg                  
                          Olive Showalter 
                       Woody Shives  

Zora Dysart  

Esther Riley  
Mary Young  

Ann Keyser  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The only thing harder than 
being a soldieréé 
                   is loving one. 

 
Bill & Lynn Maasô nephew: 

 
Major  John C. Welch  
US NSE 
HQ ISAF 
APO AE  09356 
 
Nichole Wimberlyôs husband: 
 
LCPL Wimberly S.W.  
CLC 252 Ds 1 Dwyer 
Unit 73662 
FPO AE 09510-3662 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast starts @ 6:30 am.  This 
yearôs theme:  ñThe Manger,The 
Cross and The Empty Tombò 
 
2/17   1st United Church of Christ 
2/24    Trinity Lutheran Church 
3/3 St. Henryôs 
3/10 1st Friends Church 
3/17 New Hope Christian 
3/24 Elim Lutheran Church 
3/31 Here at FCC 
________________________________________________ _________________  

 

CHRISTMAS 2009  
ADOPT-A-FAMILY  

UPDATE 
 

We wanted to let you know 
that the distribution of the gifts 
to the four ñadoptedò families 
went extremely well and they 
were all so very grateful.   
Four days after Christmas, we 
received a large envelope filled 
with homemade thank you 
notes from the 6 members of 
one of our families.  This was a 
first since Iôve been involved 
with this program.  THAT was 
indeed a gift in and of itself.  
God is so good! 
This committee wishes to 
thank each and every one of 
you that contributed to this 
program.  Because of your kind 
and giving way, 23 people 
were able to celebrate 
Christmas with a joyous heart 
and a warm spirit.  
Againéthank you. 
 
Blessings from your Ben & 
Missions Committee 

 

YOUTH FROM FIRST 
CONGREGATION CHURCH 

MARSHALLTOWN AND 
LaMOILLE JOIN FORCES  

 
This June, the NACCC Conference 
will be meeting in Anchorage, 
Alaska.  How exciting!  We have 3 
teens and 3 young adults that will 
be attending from FCC and 6 
attending from the LaMoille 
Church.  Saturday, January 23rd, 
the two churches joined forces in 
a spaghetti dinner fundraiser to 
help with the expenses of the trip 
to Alaska.  There were times our 
hall was packed.  The fellowship 
of these two groups together was 
amazing to witness.   
Donations for some of the food 
items were made by Barilla and 
Legends Restaurant.  Our ñwait 
staffò were the people that will be 
attending the conference.  From 
FCC Môtown: Danielle Propst, 
Katie Woltjer, Ashley Beaty, Anna 
Wolvers, Quinton Norman and 
Shelly Speas.  What a crew.  
         Fantastic spaghetti!  

 
 
 
 
 

             Yummy  
            Desserts!  
 
 
                              
 
Approximately, $650 was raised 
that evening. Our community 
once again ñstepped up to the 

plateòéso to speak. J 
There will be MORE fun activities 
in the next few months to help 
our youth and we will keep yôall 
updated. 

 
   Mittens  on the wall! $1  ea 
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MEALS-ON-WHEELS 
4 th  & 5 th  Saturdays  

Of Every  Month  
11 a.m. @ MMSC  

 

The Benevolence & Missions 
Committee would like to extend 
an opportunity  to you to lend a 
helping hand to one of our local 
missions:  Meals-On-Wheels.   
Below is a picture of the cart at 
the entry of MMSC where 
volunteers pick up meals for 
delivery.  There are three routes 
and First Congregational Church 
is responsible for one route:  the 
blue route.   
THE PROCESS:  You pick up one 
tub from the top row which 
includes a notebook  with clients 
names and one tub from the 
bottom row plus an empty tub 
to place the return ed dishes.)   
 

During 2009, the number of 
meal deliveries decreased to the 
point where it doesnôt even take 
30 minutes to deliver these 
meals!  The sign up sheet for 
volunteering to deliver meals is 
in the Narthex on the 
Shepherdôs Table OR simply call 
the church office.  If you need 
further details on the process f or 
delivering these meals, contact 
ANY of the Ben & Mission 
Committee members. 
Thank you, 
Debi Estabrook, Doris McCarty, 
Julianne Packer, Sharon Propst, 
Beth Wilson, John Beaty. 
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ñSOUP-ER BOWL 
SUNDAYò 

February 7  
 

(during Fellowship Time) 
 
 
 

vs 
 

  COLTS                    SAINTS  
 

Support your choice for 
the NFL Super Bowl AND 
support our local 
Emergency Food Box at 
the same time!  There is a 
display in Fellowship Hall 
with two tables ï one for 
the Colts and one for the 
Saints.  Hereôs the 
challenge weôre óthrowingô 
out to you: bring canned 
food items to donate to 
EFB and place your 
donations on whichever 
ñteam tableò you support.  
Itôs a win-win situation for 
everyone.  You may bring 
your donation any time.  

 
 

 
 

GODSIGHTINGS  
 
Since January 1, several 
people have been using the 
God Sightings given out in the 
bulletins every Sunday to read 
through the Bible.  There are 
questions to think about, and a 
variety in the readings from 
the Old Testament, New 
Testament, Psalms and 
Proverbs.  We have copies of 
ALL the sets of readings if you 
miss a week, or you want to 
catch up.  You can also read 
ON-LINE!  Go to 
www.mygodsightings.com and 
sign up for the free access.  It 
will keep up with where you 
are in your readings, and gives 
you places to write in a journal 
or keep notes on what you 
read.  There are also books 
available with the readings in 
order, instead of having to skip 
around the Bible looking for 
them.  You can order those 
from www.christianbook.com.  
ITôS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN 
IN!!! Also, if you are interested 
in meeting to discuss what we 
are reading, let the church 
office know!  AND- stay tuned 
every Sunday for a God 
Sighting Childrenôs Time- (and 
you know itôs for the adults 
too!)  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Deaths:  
December 7, 2009 
Virginia Burris, 96  
January 14, 2010 
Hjalmar (Hjally) Hellberg, 85  

http://www.mygodsightings.com/
http://www.christianbook.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our friends in the community often ask, ñWhat is a Moderator in your church and what does it do?ò 
 
Perhaps there are those of you who have wondered the same thing.  The short answer, according to 
our By Laws, is The Moderator shall be the lay leader of the Church, moderating Annual 
and Special Me etings of the Church and the Church Cabinet and performing such other 
duties applicable to the office.   In the business world the job description states ñother duties as 
assignedò.  Whichever definition you choose, to me it means to serve the members of First 
Congregational Church by listening, assisting, communicating and representing the character of this 
congregation. 
 
As Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. writes in his book, The Congregational Way of Life, ñThe very word 
óCongregationalô shows where our emphasis lies.  Our belief is in the priesthood of all believers ï
never in the priesthood of just the minister  (or moderator)  alone.  We are priests and ministers to 
each otheréWe  are the ones who are calledé  A Congregational church is the peopleôs church.  It 
belon gs  to them.  It is their work, their  life, their responsibility. ñHe goes on to say éòthe whole 
meaning of the Church Meeting:  that the people gather together in prayer to do the churchôs work; 
that they refuse to cast the burden solely upon a few direct ors or trustees, and that they come to be 
led togetheréIn short this means we are in this together.  
 
I am most appreciative of your trust in asking me to serve as your Moderator in 2010.  The 
challenges are there for us to meet, not by whining or casting a spirations, but by searching our 
hearts and experiences to overcome the obstacles we perceive, be they spiritual or financial. 
Please know that I am available to you at any time although it may be hard at times to reach me.  
Below are my phone numbers and e-mail.  I look forward to working and worshiping with each of you 
ï   It truly is a Blessed Tie That Binds. 
 
Miriam Avey Bryant     mlbryant@iastate.edu 
 (w)641-752-1551 (c)641-691-0971  
 
In addition to your Bible  readings each day, I respectfully recommend Arthur A. Rouner, Jr.ôs book, 
The Congregational WAY OF LIFE éWhat it means to live and worship as a Congregationalist.  It 
is an old book, but most relevant to our beliefs.  
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