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ñThe purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship             

  of God and in seeking His will for our lives, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. ò 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE . . .  

 
I have just one more month to spend 
with you!  That doesnôt seem 
possible!  July is a distant memory 
with August following fast on its 
heels.  Bible School has come and 
gone, summer vacation is vanishing 
before our eyes, weôre gearing up for 
fall Sunday School and youth 

programs, and Rally Day is just around the corner!  
 

change!    change!    change!  
 

Yet, as we meet together Sunday after Sunday, some things stay 
solidly ñunchangedò.  Our outstanding music leads and lifts us as 
it prepares our hearts to encounter Godôs word, both written and 
spoken, and Jesus Christ is lifted up and honored. 
I hope you are grasping what I am tr ying to present in each 
sermon.  It is that Jesus is the centerpiece of our faith.  Read 
Colossians 1:13-23 if you are in any doubt about it.  In fact, read 
the whole book!  He is the ñyesò to all the promises of God.  He is 
the one who makes our HOPE certain - our hope of heaven, and 
of having a constant loving companion throughout the challenges 
of life.  And it is HIS footsteps we are told to follow as we 
endeavor to live lives of compassion and integrity.  Thatôs why we 
talk about him so much.  
I am excited about my remaining time with you.  I enjoy the 
drop-in visits and the contact throughout the week through 
committees and impromptu lunch dates.  But my great love is the 
sermon time on Sunday morning when I get  to open Godôs word 
and lead us in exploring the marvelous riches found there, and 
then applying them to our lives.  
As you and I continue to bring soft hearts to worship, God will 
bless us individually, and will bless the ministry at First 
Congregational Church.  That is a HOPE stamped with certainty! 

     Jean  
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Menôs Breakfast Club 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

HyVee Deli, 7 am  
All men are welcome!   

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    
Womenôs Coffee Club  

EVERY MONDAY 
HyVee Deli, 9 am  

All women are welcome! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Monday Morning  
Prayer Group  
Every Monday   
7 a.m. church library  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Marshalltown 
Cancer Support 
Group  

Sept. 7 , 7 p.m.  

 

The program will 
be presented by Carolyn Siskoff 
who has been working at 
McFarland Clinic in Marshalltown 
since January 2010.  Carolyn has 
a Doctorate in Physical Therapy 
graduating from St. Ambrose 
University in December 2009.  
Carolyn will be discussing the 
importance of exercising and will 
be demonstrating some general 
exercises for the arms and legs as 
well as talk about how to 
progress or not progress 
exercises depending on how a 
person feels.  Attendees are 
reminded to please enter through 
the 4 th Street entrance on the 
west side at the ground level. The 
Marshalltown Cancer Support 
Group meetings are held the first 
Tuesday of each month and are 
free and all are welcome to 
attend.  For more information or 
to make an appointment for the 
resource center, please call and 
leave a message at 641-752-
5931. 
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RALLY DAY 2010  
Sunday, September 12 

(during 10:30 a .m. worship service) 

 
The BCE would 
like everyone to 
mark their 
calendar for this 
year's Rally Day 
event 

September 12th, 2010.  This will 
mark the beginning of a new year 
for our church, and the summer 
9:30 a.m. service will change 
back to 10:30 a.m.   This service 
has always been special, but this 
year we are trying something 
newéthe youth of FCC are 
planning an exciting service for 
our congregation.  The entire 
service will be completely lead by 
the youth.   It is a chance for 
them to share their faith and 
talents with their chu rch family.  
Then immediately following the 
service there will be a meal in the 
fellowship hall.  No reservations 
needed ï everyone is welcome! 

----------------------  
SUNDAY SCHOOL INFO:  
September 12th is also officially 
the beginning of Sunday school. 
The curriculum this year for 
preschool through 8th grade will 
be David C. Cook: God's Heroes 
Moses and Joshua.  
Preschool - 4th grade will start  
their lessons Sept. 12th.  Students 
in grades 5-12 will be practicing 
for Rally Day on the 12th so the 5-
12th grade students will be 
starting on the 19th.   Sunday 
school will begin with breakfast at 
9 a.m.   
Adult Bible Study will be lead by 
Kirk Shirar and also begins Sept. 
12th.   
 
 
FYI: Youth Nite will be starting 
later in September.  Details to be 
announced soon. 

Amity  
Thursday, Sept. 9  
Noon  
(Please note the new meeting time.)  

Hostesses:  Pat Anderson, 
Julianne Packer & Jan More 
Program to be announced. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Womenôs Bible Study 
Starts September 15  

1:00 ï 2:30 p.m.  
Leader: Kim Schryver  

In 2009 ï 2010, Cindy Shirar 
and I collaborated in teaching 
Sunday school to our FCC high 
school students. The framework 
for our study was the book by 
Philip Yancey, The 
Jesus I Never Knew, first 
published in 1995. With Brenda 
Quinn, Yancey published a 
Study Guide based on the book 
in 1997.  
Cindy and I were similarly 
impressed by the book and by 
Quinnôs collaborative effort with 
the author to guide us through 
our study of Jesus.  I invite all 
who are interested to dive with 
me into this 15-week, 
provocative and inspiring look at 
Jesus. Two books will need to 
be purchased for our study: 1) 
The Jesus I Never Knew, by 
Philip Yancey, 1995 and 2) The 
Jesus I Never Knew, Study 
Guide, by Philip Yancey with 
Brenda Quinn, 1997. Books will 
be available through the church 
at a cost of no more than $25 
for both. (Weôll see if we can 
source the pair at a discounted 
rate.)



  

Womenôs Fellowship 
Thursday, Sept. 16  
1 p.m.  
Womenôs Fellowship will be 
meeting at 915 W. Merle Hibbs 
Blvd. for their first meeting of 
the 2010-2011 year.  Hostesses 
are Norma Dannen, Carol 
Stanley & Pat Sinclair with 
devotions led by Leta Lacina.  
Program will be a tour of a few 
of the newly completed condos 
at the Village Cooperative.  FUN! 
____________________________________________________________________________

High Schoolers, Get Ready 
to Move from Bench 
Warmer to First String!  
Sunday, Sept. 19  
 Cindy Shirar and Kim Schryver 

are very excited about a new kind 
of curriculum for YOU.  Creative 
Bible Lessons from the Old 
Testament  by Laurie Polich 
provides ample opportunity to get 
to know twelve ñsurprisingly 
modern men and womenò with 
major roles in the Old Testament.  
Our scripture-based classes this 
year will be full of active play, 
small group discussion, and 
creative word, role-play, writing 
and games with a purpose.  
Through these we will gain more 
personal understanding of people 
God chose to document as 
examples for the world, and from 
them to strengthen our own 
relationships to our Heavenly 
Father.  No book is required 
EXCEPT your Bibles!  On 
September 12, count on using 
Sunday school time to finish 
preparations for your special 
responsibilities for the worship 
service on Rally Day.  One week 
later, September 19, we will begin 
our fun exploration of twelve 
mighty testifiers ï all who look so 
very much like us in so many 
ways.  Come see why!   

Build -A-Pastor 2010  
 

The 
Monterrey 

Mission 
ñBuild-A-
Pastorò 

fund drive 
is currently 
underway! 

 

 
 
 
The drive began on Sunday, 
August 8 and culminates 
Sunday, Sep 19, 2010.  We are 
trying to raise $2000 during 
this campaign to continue the 
work FCC joined in years ago 
in Monterrey, Mexico.  Even 
though political conditions did 
not allow FCC to send a team 
to Monterrey this year,  the 
1000 plus children this church 
has touched in the past are still 
being ministered to by our 
partners in the church of Vina 
del Rey.  The needs are great; 
theyôve been severely impacted 
not only by the economy but 
also by the unexpected 
blessing of more people 
turning to the gospel as they 
live in fear of the drug wars in 
their own neighborhoods. 
 

If you would like to support 
this ministry, just prepare a 
check to First Congregational 
Church and make a note in the 
memo line either ñMission 
Monterreyò or ñBuild-A-Pastorò. 
 
You can see progress towards 
the goal each week at 
fellowship time by checking the 
ñBuild-A-Pastorò poster! 
 
 

                            Please keep our  

                   Members in Care 

                            Facilities in  

                         your Thoughts  

                          and Prayers: 
 

                            Mary Wilson 
                                Helen Berg                  
                          Olive Showalter 
                       Woody Shives  

Zora Dysart  
Esther Riley  
Mary Young  

Delores Bavender  
Don & Connie Lyman  

                        
              Please pray for  
                        our soldiers 
                        that are serving  
                        overseas: 
 
Paul & Julianne Packerôs daughter 
(Madelynôs mommy) in Kuwait: 
 
 

SSG Sarah Latham  
CJTF C12 RFC Army 
APO AE 09855 
 

Arlene Selbyôs nephew: 
Captain Chris Johnson  
His unit is re-training in 
Mississippi and will be 
deployed to Afghanistan  
November 2010. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ñMany thanks 
to Cum Double 
for sponsoring 
the flowers 
around the 
church this 

year.  Thanks also to Liz Meyer 
for helping again with this 
project.ò     
                    Marian Gerdes  
 

Side note:  The ñSecret Gardenò 
in front of the church  is so 
beautiful é one of our high school 
seniors chose it as a location for 
some of their senior pictures! 
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CUM DOUBLE POTLUCK 
Wednesday, October 6  
6:30 p.m. @  
Ray & Marian Gerdesô home 
 

Please note:  In case of rain, 
we will meet at the church . 
 

The first Cum Double meeting 
of the fall season will be a pot 
luck picnic at the home of Ray 
and Marion Gerdes, 105 
Thunderbird Drive. It is 

rumored that Ray has a 
couple of key chains to 
show us. J 

----  ----  ----  ----   

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IA/NE FALL RETREAT  

 
October 8 ï 10  

LaMoille Community 
Congregational Church  

----  ----  ----  ----   
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Barry Returns  
to the pulpit  
October 17 th . 
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Sabbatical Update  
 

We are truly blessed to have Jean 
Bower with us during the 
sabbatical interim!  She keeps us 
looking forward to her next 
sermon and has added so much 
to our congregational life with her 
pleasant personality and caring 
attitude.     
We have had a very successful 
sabbatical renewal and 
rejuvenation period thanks to all 
the planning by the boards and 
committees.  In June we started 
off the sabbatical time with a 
great send-off service and brunch 
planned by the Diaconate.  Then 
July followed with ñGetting to 
Know Youò during the Fellowship 
time each Sunday planned by 
Jean Bower.  In August a special 
Missions Sunday was planned by 
Missions and Benevolence 
followed by a luncheon.  
Upcoming events are: 
September 12 th  ï Rally Sunday  
October 17 th  ï Pastor Barry and 
Cheryl return!  Pastor Barry will 
give an overview of his sabbatical 
during the sermon time.  
Womenôs Fellowship and Amity 
will host a potluck dinner after the 
service so be thinking about  what 
you would like to bring.  
 
             Sabbatical Committee 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

Shawn & Nichole Wimberly 9/1/09  
Barry & Emily Ewoldt         9/4/04  
Randy & Janet Breed         9/7/96  
Jack & Terry Tremain        9/9/61  

Jennifer Allison & 
            Merrill Swartz      9/12/98  
Tory & Staci Moyer          9/16/03  
Bob & Linda McGregor     9/16/72 
Gene & Amy Harmon       9/20/03  
Donn & Pat Anderson      9/29/84  
Larry & Sam Good           9/30/67  
 
 
 

 
 
5  Al Storjohann 
  Joanne Fry 
6  Ian Meyer 
8  Doris Oldenkamp 
11  Jeanie Burt 
  Carol Calabrese 
12  Eric Gummert 
13  Jewel Blahnik 
15  Ashtyn Fuller 
16  Emily Carson 
  Dick Grossman 
  Sarah Latham 
  Troy McGahuey 
17  Kathi Hale 
  Dylan Lunsford 
  Evan McGregor 
19  Jane Benbow 
  John Oldenkamp 
  Peggy Shenkle 
20  Matt Damman 
21  Kolleen  
                     Shollenbarger 
22  Darcie Lunsford 
  Charlie Randall 
23  Carol Edeker 
24  Wayne Wagar 
  Nathaniel Woerner 
26  Brian Ferneau 
27  Bobby Olson 
29  Cheryl Holmes 
  Beth Wilson 
30  Reid Burt 
 

 



  

 
   

VBS 2010 
SonQuest Rainforest 

 
On August 2nd ï 6th from 5:30 to 8:00 PM each night we gathered for fellowship, fun and food.  Our VBS this 
year was a great success.  We had a total of 23 children come visit us.  We averaged about 18 children night ly 
ranging in age from 4 to 11 years old.   
We began each night with dinner, which a great crew put together.  Then we moved on to our Rockinô 

Rainforest Assembly where we had an opening program and a puppet show.  
During the opening, the dayôs Bible verse was presented.  The Bible verses 
were Psalm 119:11, John 3:16, Matthew 22:37 -39, Philippians 4: 6-7, and 
Colossians 3:23.  The puppets were performed by some of our Middle and High 
School students and such fun to watch.  Several puppets from previous VBS 
programs joined in the fun.  The songs added a great dimension to our time 
togetheréby the end of the week we were all dancing and singing along.  Our 
favorite was ñFollowing Jesusò and ñSonQuest Rainforest.ò    Pastor                                                              

After the opening assembly we moved on to three different rotations:                                 Jean 
Á The children experienced wonderful Bible stories led by Pastor Jean Bower  
with the help of Georgia Thomas.  We focused on 5 of Jesusô parables.   
1) Parable of the Sower, Matthew 13:1 -23;  2) Parable of the Lost Sheep,  
Matthew 18:12-14:  3) Parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37:  
4) Parable of the Friend at Midnight Luke 11: 5-8; and 5) Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30. 

Á Fun and games were led by Aaron Dickey and his crew.  The favorite 
games were the water games and the parachute.  After the games, they had a 
snack.   
Á At the Crafts station, the children got to be creative.  They made really 

cute pompom sheep, a great sock monkey and 
some beautiful butterflies.   
 
Once we finished with the rotations we 
returned to our Rainforest (upstairs in the Loft) 

for a closing assembly.  We ended our evening together with a prayer and a 
song.  A great time was had by all.  
 
We would like to thank everyone who was able to help us out in some way.  Every night we had around 18 
helpers.  These volunteers helped with dinner, leading stations, rotating/transitioning the children to their new 
stations, our puppet show, and several other things.  We really appreciated each and everyone who helped 
out.  We also want to extend a GREAT BIG THANK YOU the CONGREGATION for all their donations.  We 
couldnôt have been so successful without your help.  Also, thank you to all the children who attended and 
made our VBS all the more fun.  We made some new friends and got together with some friends we havenôt 
seen in awhile.  We canôt wait to see what we do next year.  
       God Bless,  

Angie Dickey, VBS director 
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                       Plez   The Board of Christian Education is searching for someone that would like to 
                        Help                 help in the pre-school room for Sunday school.  Contact Aaron Dickey or  
                                                     Shelly Speas to volunteer. 

 
___________________________________________ 

 
FCC FINANCIAL UPDATE  

 

  July Year To Date 

  Budget Actual Over/Under Budget Actual Over/Under 

Tithes/Offerings $12,289 $12,451 $162 $92,166 $94,266 $2,100 

Other Income $738 $1,687 $949 $5,538 $4,792 -$746 

TOTAL 
INCOME $13,027 $14,138 $1,111 $97,705 $99,058 $1,354 

TOTAL 
EXPENSES   $14,681     $139,186   

OVER/UNDER   -$542     -$40,128   

    
Note:  Other Income includes basket collections, Sunday school offerings, special offerings, interest 

income, Weight Watchers and miscellaneous income.  Expenses are the operating expenses of 
the Boards and committees. 
 

Average worship attendance year-to-date:  8 a.m. = 1 6   9:30 a.m. = 9 5 
                      _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donôt forget to check out Pastor Barryôs blog during his 
sabbatical.  You may find  
the blog on the churchôs web site:  www.fccmarshalltown.org    
Once you are at the site, simply scroll down to Social Media:  Click here to 
view Pastor Barryôs Sabbatical Blog.  Another window will pop up to view 
the blog. 
 

Blog pages are also being printed and displayed on the bulletin board in Mayflower Room. 
          __________________________________________________________________________                                             

      
ñSTUFF THE BUSò UPDATE  

                                                                      
It is always EXCITING when a campaign is so hugely successful! 
Just take a look at the picture to the left  of all the school supplies 
that were donated to this effort: 31 boxes tissues, 21 boxes 
markers; 467 #2 pencils; 136 pens; 6 hi -liters; 4 sharpies; 60 
boxes crayons; 93 erasers; 110 spirals; 28 pkgs. notebook paper; 
118 folders; 11 scissors; 64bottles glue; 14 glue stix; 1 
protractor; 1 pkg index cards; 1 pencil box.  PHEW!   
 

On behalf of the House of Compassion, the Benevolence and Missions Committee and the 
students that received the supplies é WE THANK YOU! 
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