
  Pilgrim’s Progress  

September 2026 
 

“The purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ, for the object of sharing in the worship of God and in 
making His will dominant in the lives of men and women, especially as that will is set forth in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.” 

 

September marks the end of Summer, the return of school and two of the holiest days 

in Scripture.  One is Yom Kippur, of which I’ve written a few times, the Day of 

Atonement so sacred to the Jewish people and such significance to Christians.  For us 

the Day points to the Cross of Jesus and all that separates people from God, now removed because of 

Christ.  A life with God now for all who will bow their kneed willingly at the name of Jesus Christ.   

 

I’ve spent less time with the other holy day of September, Rosh Hashannah, which is on September 11 

(Yom Kippur is on September 21).  It is the secular New Year on the Hebrew Calendar with Yom 

Kippur being the sacred New Year, but there is a sacred element to Rosh Hashannah.  It is the day we 

remember Creation.  On this day we consider the Creator, who spoke all that is into existence.  We 

consider the wonder that our lives are part of this plan.  Our Creator is wise and just and knows all 

things.  He maintains all that exists by His own power and authority.  It is a lot to consider but try to 

take some time this month to reflect on all of this.  God bless you and welcome to Fall. 

 

 
Sermons for September 

September 6             “Gathered in His Name”        Leviticus 19:17-18; Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13          “The Command to Forgive”       2 Kings 4:1; Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20   Rally Sunday 

September 27         “What We Do”         Matthew 7:21; Matthew 21:23-32    
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Please keep our Members in Care Facilities in your thoughts & prayers: 

Bickford: Joanie Smith-Legg #108  
Mill Pond Care Center: Romaine Mackaman 
Glenwood Place: Elenor Tjossem #160  
State Center Specialty Care: Lenora Brown 
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        Robert & Linda McGregor  September 16, 1972    54 years 
 John & Lisa Blabaum  September 28, 1996    30 years 
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September 5    Joan Fry     September 19     Jane Benbow  
September 6    Ian Meyer     September 21     Kolleen Shollenbarger 
September 11  Jeanie Burt     September 23     Carol Edeker   
September 13  Pastor Dan     September 24     Wayne Wagar 
September 16  Emily Carson    September 25     James Lundberg 
September 17  Kathaleen Hale, Dylan Lunsford   September 30     Jeremy Lavender  
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Meals On Wheels 
The mission’s team is still committed to doing our part for Meals on Wheels in 
Marshalltown! Our part is, one Saturday a month (the fourth Saturday) and we do 
the east route. Please sign up in the narthex or call the church office (641-752-
4239) to volunteer. You will be making a difference for someone that day and it 
feels good to help. Any questions please call me Kristi Hassler 641-750-3946 or 
Doris McCarty 641-752-7604. 

 

Available Dates for 2026:      September 26 

 
• Did you know that Meals on Wheels is a non-profit, is self-funded, it does not receive state or 

federal assistance, the meals are paid by the client, and insurance does not cover meal 
charges? The organization provides healthy meals 365 days a year. Clients can choose daily 
delivery or customize for certain days a week. 

• Did you know drivers are the heart of the program and you can volunteer as an individual or a 
group? First Congregational Church provides a driver the 4th Saturday of every month. Check 
the clipboard in the Narthex for opportunities to deliver. There are still some months to cover 
in 2026! 

• Did you know monetary tax-deductible donations are always accepted and appreciated? 
Donations may be used to offset meal charges for some clients in need. Donations can be 
mailed to Carrie Loney, Meals on Wheels of Marshalltown, 2615 Smith Ave, Marshalltown, IA, 
50158. 

• Did you know they have a website www.mealsonwheelsofmarshalltown.com?   
 

Thank you to all of our volunteers and for any consideration you can give to this organization. 
 -Doris McCarty & Kristi Hassler, BMC 
 
 
 
 

⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫⧫ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mealsonwheelsofmarshalltown.com/


Missions and Benevolence 
 

 
Benevolence and Missions Committee Is Supporting Our Community  

With and On Behalf of You! 
 

 
 

         
 
 
 

  
 
                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

This Spring the Benevolence and Missions Committee unanimously voted to support these two essential local resources:  
$1,000 to SA Sal’s Food Cupboard in May 2026 and $3,000 to Marshalltown Emergency Food Box in June 2026. 

 
 
 

 
 

We  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee members are grateful to be a part of FCC’s generosity in giving and service! 
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Marshalltown Christian Schools excels in educating area 
youth on academics and on discipleship.  FCC celebrated its 
20th year of financial support to this valuable community 
resource.  In honor of the leaders they are building for 
tomorrow we contributed $5,000 in July ’26. 

In addition to FCC’s generous response to the House of Compassion 
(HoC) Supply Closet Drive in May, kudos to Diane Speas for 
organizing two crews to make and serve dinners on June 29 & 30 at 
the HoC.  Thank you to FCC members – Lisa and John Blabaum and 
Kristin Meyer for assisting friends and family of Diane in this 
compassionate service.  Did you know?    

 

In 2025 HoC provided in Marshall Co: 
• 15,400 meals through their soup kitchen 
• 767 households help in securing critical services  
• $20,000 in utility assistance & medical vouchers 

• 2,182 families + 7,806 individuals at the Supply 
Closet 

 
 

 
SAL’S CUPBOARD 



Women’s Ministry 
 

Women’s Ministry will meet on the first Monday of each month at 5:30, beginning again on October 

5th. Bible Study with Jane continues the second and fourth Monday at 5:30 in the library each month. 

September dates are the 14th and the 28th. We are currently studying Hebrews. You are welcome to join 

us anytime! 
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Diaconate News 
 

It is hard to comprehend that summer is almost over, and fall is on the horizon.  The Diaconate will be 

planning the Harvest Dinner and then the Christmas Season will be upon us.  However, let’s not get 

ahead of ourselves. 

 

We would like to bring your attention to Fellowship Time.  Thank you to all of you who have served as 

Fellowship hosts so far this year.  Your help has been very appreciated by the Head Deacons you have 

helped.  Please consider helping in this way some Sunday and sign up on the Fellowship Sign-up 

Sheets that should be on the end of the serving table each Sunday.  Thanks in advance for your help. 

 

The Nominating Committee is preparing in advance for the Annual Meeting in February with the first 

meeting in August.  The reason this is in the Deacon News is that four people are going off this board.  

Please prayerfully consider joining us. This board meeting is on the third Tuesday of each month with 

no meetings in June or July.  Each of the twelve deacons on the board chooses the month they would 

like to take care of the worship service every Sunday for their chosen month.  This means that this 

deacon is a greeter and hands out bulletins, finds people to collect the offering, counts the number of 

people at the 10:30 A.M. service and Hosts Fellowship time.  This deacon also helps prepare 

communion the Saturday before the first Sunday of the month with the help of the Diaconate 

chairperson.  There are four subcommittees on this board: Visitation/Membership, Pulpit Supply, 

Harvest Dinner, and Music and you can choose to be on one of these committees.  This seems like a lot 

of work, but we work together to get the job done. Again, please prayerfully consider being on this 

board and be an integral part of the worship service at our church.  

 

Please contact Miriam Bryant, Julie Squires, Brent Vellinga or Judy Gaynor if you would be interested 

in joining the Deacon Board.  Thanks in Advance! 

 

Judy Gaynor and members of the Deacon Board 
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Youth Group News 
 

We took some of our youth group to Adventureland in August. Was a great time of fellowship and fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took the DOG’s group to Toy Story 5 at the local movie theater in July. Was a wonderful time of 

fellowship! 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vacation Bible School was a wonderful week of learning that our strength comes from God, 

Philippians 4:13. We are so thankful for everyone who helped make this a special experience for our 

kids and helped them grow closer to Jesus! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our young people are busy planning and 

preparing a youth led service for Rally Day that 

will be Sunday, September 20th. Please come 

and join us for a special worship service and 

meal that Sunday! 
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The FCC RABRAI committee would like to once again thank everybody that volunteered their time to 

make our day successful. After the final tally with bills paid and the money brought in, we show a 

positive balance of $4225.00 and change. We served roughly 250 meals that day. True to our 

committee goals you may have already noticed some capital improvements with new mulch and 

flowers in the front of the church. Labor and cost were donated by the committee. This meal was a 

huge undertaking by a committee that was mostly flying blind, but through prayer and perseverance we 

were all rewarded as a congregation. We learned a lot, and it was a great team building event. Anything 

beyond this venture will be easy! You'll see more donations and work from this committee in the 

future. Thanks once again for all the help.  

 

RAGBRAI Committee  

John and Lisa Blabaum  

Deb Estabrook 

Georgia Thomas  

Wayne and Jonna Wagar 
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Did you forget? We still have Heart Warmers 
for sale. Cost is $14. You can scan the QR 

code below to make your purchase.  
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                FCC CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

               Sunday Worship Services: 

              8 am & 10:30 am in person 

             10:30 am Service is also on You Tube 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Monday-Friday 
9am-Noon 

641-752-4239 

color code: 
youth events 
Church mtgs 
Special events 
Comm.  Events 

Color copy on 
bulletin boards 

 
 
 

1 2 

 
 3 
 
Prayer Meeting @ 
11 
 
Bell Choir 
practice @ 5:30 

4 
 

5   
 

 

6 Communion 
 
In-Person Worship 
8am and 10:30 svcs 
In Sanctuary  
10:30 Svc/YouTube 
Fellowship follows  

 

7 
 
 

Labor Day - 
CLOSED 

8 

 
 

BMC @ 9 

9 
 
Men’s church 
coffee 8 AM Hy-Vee 

 
 

10 
 
 
 
Prayer Meeting @ 
11 
 
Bell Choir 
practice @ 5:30 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
In-Person Worship 
8am and 10:30 svcs 
In Sanctuary  
10:30 Svc/YouTube 
Fellowship follows 

 
Cabinet @ 11:45 

14 
Trustees @ 5:30 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ 5:30 

 

15 
 
 
Diaconate @ 6:30 

 

16 
 
Men’s church 
coffee 8 AM Hy-Vee 

 

17 

 
 
Prayer Meeting @ 
11 
 
Bell Choir 
practice @ 5:30 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
In-Person Worship 
8am and 10:30 svcs 
In Sanctuary  
10:30 Svc/YouTube 
Fellowship follows 

RALLY SUNDAY 
BCE meeting @ 
11:45 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
Men’s church 
coffee 8 AM Hy-Vee 

 
 
     

24 
 
 
Prayer Meeting @ 
11 
 
Bell Choir 
practice @ 5:30 

25 26 
 
 
11 AM MOW  
? 

27 

In-Person Worship 
8am and 10:30 svcs 
In Sanctuary  
10:30 Svc/YouTube 
Fellowship follows 
 

Power Hour 9:15-
10:20 AM 
 

28 
 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ 5:30 

 

29 
 
 
DOG’s: 5-6 PM 

30 
 
Men’s church 
coffee 8 AM Hy-Vee 
 
Jr.PY: 4:45-6 PM 
PY: 7-8:15 PM 

 

   



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church      
312 W. Main St.  
Marshalltown, IA  50158 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. All ages in 


